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Emma L. Arleth Elementary School Receives Grant from Crayola & NAESP 
to Develop Creativity as a 21st Century Skills in Students
EASTON, PA (October 27, 2011) – Crayola and the National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP) today announced the 20 recipients of their “Champion Creatively Alive Children” school grants.  Emma L. Arleth Elementary School in Parlin, New Jersey was awarded a grant from among the hundreds of schools that applied based on the innovative ideas proposed for infusing art into learning.  Each school received a $2,500 monetary grant and $500 worth of Crayola products.
Champion Creatively Alive Children grants provide principals and educators with funding and supplies needed to explore new ways to foster critical 21st Century skills in children known as the 4Cs: creativity, collaboration, communication and critical thinking.  These essential skills are imperative for children to develop for greater success in school and in their future careers. 
“Creativity is a skill students need every day and for every career,” said Mike Perry, Crayola President and Chief Executive Officer.  “Art-infused learning increases academic achievement and prepares children for the future with the essential skills they’ll need for any career.”

The grant opportunity asked principals to explore a “what if…” learning opportunity. For example, what if arts-infused learning thrived everyday in schools? What if schools relied more on project-based authentic assessment rather than standardized tests?  What if parents and schools found ways to document and articulate the value of creative experiences? The entries were judged on innovation, collaboration and sustainability.

Timothy Byrne of Arleth School plans to implement a program that asks: What if “the arts lead the school in differentiating instruction by offering lessons that allow the child to choose the manner in which he or she learns? What if a true interdisciplinary approach to instruction involving the whole school community increased collaboration among community members resulting in elevated student achievement and creativity?  What if the infusion of music and art into the general academic curriculum, connecting the arts with core subject matter, engendered experiences in which students could develop a large repertoire of strategies with which to link further learning?  Would this encourage students to be more active participants in their own learning?
Arleth’s project is entitled IDEA-Interdisciplinary Design for Educational Achievement.  IDEA is going to develop a project-based learning environment where creative exploration is integrated with hands-on application of skills in order to foster independent and divergent thinking regarding problem solving methodology related to one of three disciplines: Art, Mechanical Science and Environmental Science.  Students will choose their preferred media to create a unique robot according to personal interest and ability levels.  Projects will be documented through student generated videos enhanced with unique, student centered musical scores.  Jeanine Caccio, Geoffrey Mihalenko, Meredith Scully and Michael Zorner are four of Arleth’s teachers who participated in the grant writing with Mr. Byrne and along with him will be coordinating and teaching the program which will initially begin as an after school program coordinated with the Arleth School PTO.
-
"School principals are charged with preparing our nation's children to thrive in the 21st century - a task that depends on cultivating creativity," said NAESP Executive Director Gail Connelly. "Working with Crayola on the Championing Creatively Alive Children grant program has allowed us to provide principals and teachers the tools they need to ignite the potential in all of their students.”
Recipients will share outcomes from their programs via Crayola’s and NAESP’s websites to inspire other principals and educators with ways they can integrate art into various subject areas like science, math and social studies. 

To view the complete list of the 20 Champion Creatively Alive Children grant recipients, visit www.crayola.com/educators/naesp/winners.cfm
About Crayola
Crayola has inspired the colorful originality in children since the first box of Crayola crayons rolled off its assembly line in 1903.  Whether it's providing tools to put a purple octopus on the moon, or enabling teachers to bring arts-infused learning into the classroom, Crayola is passionate about helping parents and educators raise creative and inspired children.  For more information visit www.crayola.com.

About the National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP)
Established in 1921, the National Association of Elementary School Principals (NAESP) serves elementary and middle school principals in the United States, Canada, and overseas. NAESP leads in the advocacy and support for elementary and middle-level principals and other education leaders in their commitment to all children.
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