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SAMSEL UPPER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

298 ERNSTON ROAD, PARLIN NJ 08859

Thursday, 9/14/11 7pm PTO Meeting – Executive Board Minutes
Melissa Romanello, Co-President:  Meeting Was Called To Order 
· All rise for the pledge of allegiance.
· Reading and approving the minutes from last meeting.  As the June minutes were not available there was no motion to approve.  The June minutes will be posted to the SUES website.
Alyssa Tabacco, Treasurer: Review of Treasurer’s Report

· Copies of the budget have been distributed.  Everyone was asked to review and ask questions.  As there were no questions, a motion to approve the budget was requested
· 1st motion to approve – Jim Farrell, 2nd motion to approve – Barbara M.

· The budget has been approved

Ms. Maher/Mrs. Brady, Principal/Vice Principal: Principal and Vice Principal’s Report
· Ms. Maher introduced herself and offered a brief summary of her experience in the Sayreville School district.  She conveyed how happy she is to be working with the students and staff at the SUES.  She thanked the PTO for all their support and welcomed everyone back to school.  Ms. Maher reminded everyone to utilize the shuttle buses from Eisenhower School on Back to School Night.  Also advised us that the NJ ASK scores are not in yet and will go home soon.

· Mrs. Brady thanked the PTO for their help preparing for first day of school.  There were 18,700 quizzes taken in the summer math packet.  She took the program offline 9/1/11, separated the quizzes by HR teacher and gave them to the teachers so they would know where the children are in terms of math level.  Some parents pointed out that a few quizzes had bad/incorrect answers and the format requirements for some answers were inconsistent.  Mrs. Brady acknowledged there were glitches.  She worked with Anthony from Quia to fix them.  A parent asked if the questions were supposed to be things the kids already knew.  Mrs. Brady explained that the 4th grade teachers created quiz questions; some were review and some were meant to push the children.  A question was raised to ask how the quizzes figure into student’s grades.  Mrs. Brady said it would be at the discretion of the teachers whether they would count them as homework, a quiz or extra credit.  Mrs. Brady then went on to talk about the importance of the Parent Link forms that would be coming home soon.  She also reminded us that Family Math Night is coming up in November and the teachers are already working on projects for it.  She would also like to invite volunteers to come in during the students’ lunch period to teach classic recess games like jump rope, hula hooping and relay races.  Anyone interested in volunteering should contact Mrs. Brady
Mrs. Clarke/Mrs. Rubio:  Teacher’s Rep Report

· Mrs. Clarke thanked the PTO for providing agenda books and folders to each student and counting them out for distribution to each homeroom class

· Mrs. Rubio thanked the PTO for providing each student with a book at the end of the school year.  She saw an improvement in the amount of summer logs she received and she believes it was because of the books that were distributed
· Melissa Romanello explained that the 2010-2011 PTO chose to use the Scholastic dollars raised from the three book fairs held last year to purchase a book for every student rather than have the money go back into the PTO budget.
Melissa Romanello: Introduction of the 2011-2012 PTO Executive Board

· Melissa introduced herself, Lynda Morris and Therese Kerns as Co-Presidents, Suzanne Green as 1st Vice President, Jonathan Fritz as 2nd Vice President, Alyssa Tabacco as Treasurer, Migdalia Licitra as Recording Secretary and Sam Robinson as Secretary.  There is currently an opening for Corresponding Secretary.  If anyone is interested they should send an email to the SUES PTO mailbox.

Melissa Romanello:  Committee Reports

· Market Day – Melissa reported that the 1st pick-up on market day orders is scheduled for 9/21/11 which is back to school night.  We are currently looking for a Market Day chairperson.  Anyone interested can sign up on the committee sheet.

· PTO Membership – Melissa reported that we are looking for 100% membership by class.  Any class that has 100% membership will be rewarded with a pizza party

· Kidstuff – The books went home the 1st week of school in an effort to get them out before the other elementary schools.  Melissa asked everyone to either send the books back or send the money if they want to keep them.

· Yankee Candle – the brochures were already sent home and orders are due back 9/26/11.  Melissa said the products should be in within 2 weeks.
· Beautification Day – Jonathan reported there will be two beautification days, in the fall and in the spring.  By having two days the school qualifies for a grant from the Dept. of Public Works to assist with the beautification.  There is a volunteer sheet available on the sign-up table.  The date is Oct. 7th with a rain date of Oct. 14th.  Beautification day is an all day event which involves cleaning up the school grounds, plantings and working around the benches.  Parents can sign up for an hour or two or the whole day and they should be prepared to get dirty.
· Class Parents – Alyssa advised there will be two class parents per class with one alternate for a total of 3 volunteers per classroom.  Class parents are asked to volunteer three times a year for class parties.  So far some classes have a lot of names, in these cases the names will go into a lottery for random selection.  Some classes have no parent volunteers so a 2nd request will go out.

· Box Tops – Barbara M. informed us there will be one challenge from 1/1/12 – 1/21/12 and the class with the most box tops collected will receive a pizza party.  Box Top collection raised approx. $1,500 cash last year.  We also collect Campbell and Tyson labels but instead of cash we can choose products from a catalogue like balls, hula hoops, etc. for recess play.  You can also register your Shoprite card on the Campbell’s website and every time you purchase a Campbell’s product the school gets credit.  If you clip the label as well then the school gets double credit!
· Afterschool Programs – Laura P. said the teachers’ surveys are due back on 9/16/11.  Once she knows what programs will be offered the form will be posted on the SUES website.  The programs will run from 3:15 to 4:15pm and so far some of the possibilities mentioned are Legos and cartooning.  Programs will start the week of October 11th and will run from 6-7 weeks.  Letters to confirm if a student has been accepted in a program will be sent via email.
Melissa Romanello: New Business

· Restaurant Proceeds – Lynda advised the proceeds night for Friday’s is changing from Thursday to Tuesday.  Christine, a representative from Friday’s, spoke to address proceeds night.  The SUES will receive 20% of food sales for everyone who comes on a Tuesday.  Kids eat free on Monday and Tuesday and they plan to have extra entertainment for kids on those nights.  Fridays will also begin a reading rewards program similar to Pizza Hut’s Book-It program.  Lynda also mentioned she is working on a proceeds night with Texas Roadhouse and will provide an update on the SUES website next month.
· South Amboy Family Fun Afternoon – Lynda is working with the South Amboy YMCA to have a family fun afternoon for SUES families.  The date will be a Sunday afternoon in November, sometime before Thanksgiving.  It will include free use of the pool and facilities and a raffle to receive a free 3 month membership.

· Email Addresses for Volunteers – Jonathan is compiling an email distribution list for PTO volunteers.  This will allow for ease of notifications and will help get people more involved in PTO events.  Forms are available on the sign-up table and Jonathan will collect them at the end of the meeting.

Melissa Romanello:  Reminders

· Back to School Night is 9/21/11 at 7pm – same night for Market Day pick-up

· Board of Education Meeting  is 9/20/11 at 7:30pm

· No school on 9/29/11

· Early dismissal on 9/30/11

· Next PTO meeting is Wednesday, 10/19/11

· If there are no further questions the meeting will be adjourned.  Meeting ended at 7:58 pm.
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